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Conversation with J ohn Vrewdaon COKFia-.OT TAT. HW 10/4/75 



TMo , t .^ SJS f ^t-oinute Post Mortem chaos Crewdson phoned this afternoon. 

Thie ceo is mt^n while ill does some retyoing and can't cover the hour and a half 
wo tal.-asu. Although he did not say so, I believe it was at r *artin Waldron's oug^ 
gesticn. Crewdson is working on what nuporficially ia a legit oeun story: 

While both the CIA and FBI never trusted Kosenko, thoy never told the Commission. 



Kia sources are Ahglteon and Sullivan, iie regards them as of different political 
views. I suggested he consider political needs rather than views and they share these. 

He also saya he has uuU novor seen FUX people as scared as they are now and 
attributes it to the fact that the Oswald note was destroyed by floaty, who was told 
by Shanklin, who was told by ^* 00 re, who had Hoover explode all over him and ordei* 
the destruction. All in existing affidavits. I had told him to begin with that the 
statements would be restricted and when ha completed the 3 tory I said they were, “e 
bolieveu the official account (he says both were in the one note; and I said I don't 
but would not tell him why. 



I told him there could be fear of this alone but the greater if ear is of the 
whole tiling doming apart, (He thinks it will in u year.) 

Crewdson seems to have some belief that LHO worked for the Russians. But he 
also has interest in how he learned Russian in tne military. §4 theorized that it 
was for m e monitoring and because of his knowledge of elenctfibnics. I siggsotsd 
that a can with as little comtuoand of hi3 mother tongue and less of Russian was not 
a likely selection, “e agreed. 

U ° does ae '-' 1B persu ded that his sources are sincere. I assured him their beliefs 
Vid neecu nlona an. ured thie but that aid not main; it factual. That "oseako risked 
his life with what he said. 



is familiar with the two FBI reports only. Bit I did tell him I'm working 
on this and have been, am suing for what I am sure will Include it, have nsfcod the 
CIa for other declassification and been stonewalled, and that I have found no 
paper reflecting that the OIA gave the Commission anything on Kosenko. 

He seems not to have gotten my hint about political needs and I xaSa* aot 
refused to tell him what I’* going to be writing about and have partly written. I 
did tell him of the books for which. 



One possible interpretation is that tho agencies are again feeding the stuff that 
the Ruseians tnot thin time tho Cubans) were responsible- for tbo assassination. LHO 
being the 1) killer and 2) a Russian agent of some kind. With Noaenko lying. 

What i.e iii hia mind and what he is wording on can make headlines but not fact. 

He also didn t get tho hint when I told him that CIA liaison with the Cqio- 
mission was under'Angleton, with “elms figuring in some. If Angle ton had suspeions 
about Kosenko,, unlean he know the Sorasiscion was not goin ; _ to touch it, why not 
let them know his auspicious? 

”y impression ia that he yearns for this story and not for devil's advocacy, 
which could kin hia story* 

We talked of other things. Hie Waterhate/iMexico understanding andintere3ts are 
LLtJ ued to wftarrio, I tolv; hin he wao chasing the wrong spoor when ho was looking 
for au^ar^ money, ^e’d forgotten this. He did aay ho had Virgd^io Gonzalez working 
on it. ihirj la the name of fch* auan v/’iio tidied the J ohnny Hoier affidavit. 



n 



n y Mind returned to this when ^11 started doing some retyping and I recalled 
forgetting to tell him that for all those years the story was not leaked, Not until 
Gordon ^hanklin retired, I called back, ~e was not there. I left limited word, in- 
cluding this ana my believe I know who did t)» leaking and why. 

Ho nays thay now have affidavits froa sonie 40 FBI agents, which does indicate 
a serious effort. (He called it investigation. I tliink covorup.) Wiht liuover dead 
that part ia all explained. His account is that when ‘‘cover learned he reallfr 
erupted and orclsrod the destruction. :iayfeb. But it would iiave been a lot safer, if 
the letter hai not been logged , as aporently it Imd not boon, to have it flown to 
Washington and not liad all these people who were going to outlive no^vor and could 
talk later. 

We ranblad into much but this is the cadence (as hours later i recall itj of 
what ho had to say about those agencies, Oswald and tiiat letter. 



